THE BATTLE OF LOLIANA

pay any tribute as his country was waste and barren, and
had suffered much from the wars of the past few years.
Shivram considered this message to be most insolent, and
sent back word that unless the tribute were paid at once,
together with arrears of the past ten years, he would
proceed to conquer the country and would occupy Bhav-
nagar town with a permanent garrison.   Wakhatsinhji,
however, felt himself to be sufficiently strong to resist
the Marathas with a reasonable chance of success, and his
reply to Shivram was to march against him with his large
and well-equipped army.   The two forces met at Loliana,
where a fight took place which lasted for three days
without decided advantage to either side.   But a drawn
battle was in effect a victory for Wakhatsinhji, for the
Maratha general, realizing that in the event of defeat he
would meet with resistance from all the remaining chiefs
of the peninsula and would be refused payment of all
tribute, decided to retire.   The Bhavnagar troops were
too exhausted and had lost too heavily to follow up their
advantage, and the crippled Maratha army made its way
to Hathasni, and thence, after partially recouping, con-
tinued on its collecting expedition.   Bhavnagar, however,
paid no tribute this year.

While Wakhatsinhji's attention had been entirely
taken up by the Marathas, Unadji Gohel of Palitana and
Hada Khuman thought the time had come for making
an attack on Sihor. But they were beaten back with loss
by Pathabhai, who was in command of the fort during
Wakhatsinhji's absence. Meanwhile the battle of Loliana
was fought, and Unadji went to Shivram's camp and
endeavoured to persuade that general to continue fighting
and to attack Sihor. But he was unsuccessful, for the
Maratha considered that he would have little chance of
success against the fort, having been virtually beaten in
a pitched battle, and the fort having held out against
Unadii in spite of the weakness of its garrison. Unadji
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